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on enquiry, we found that a large quantity of ammonium
sulphate was used as a manure for sugarcane last year in
Palan* a village about four miles to the west of Atgam.
(4)  Quality of cultivation : Farming in this village is of
varying degree of excellence.    A few Anavils and the
Kolis compete with one another in attaining perfection;
the former by their able management and the latter by
their personal exertion.    The Dhodia farmers are gene-
rally regarded as, and, as a matter of fact are, inferior in
methods of cultivation.    Very careful cultivation is done
by all those who grow sugarcane, which requires a cer-
tain degree of fineness of tilth for a full growth.    All
agricultural operations are performed with the help of in-
digenous implements and tools of which more anon.
(5)  Fencing : - The subdivision and fragmentation of
land prevents farmers from erecting permanent fences and
turning their fields into well-demarcated areas.    As a
rule, when the different crops shoot up in the monsoon,
farmers raise temporary fences round about their fields.
These fences are nothing but the thorny branches of ba-
bul-trees placed one with the other in such a way as to
allow no stray cattle to get in and damage the crop.
Some Anavil, Bania, Koli, and a few other cultivators
have,  however,  erected round their big plots of land
fences consisting of Thuer plants1  which grow thickly
and form a strong, impenetrable barrier for animals. Su-
garcane being a sweet crop, requires considerable care in
this respect.    Even in this case, the majority of farmers
raise temporary fences of Thuer or other plants or thorny
branches   of   babul-trees.     They   also   make   'frantic
efforts   to   drive   pigs,    monkeys   and   jackals   away
by passing sleepless nights and shouting or throwing
stones at them/    Wire-fencing has been introduced very
recently by one Anavil farmer and it seems that it is likely
to catch the fancy of those who can afford it.
1 A  kind  of vegetation  bearing  thorns.